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ARGENTINA. April 9: According to the Health and Social Action Ministry, a total of 300 cholera
cases and 15 deaths have been reported since the disease was first confirmed in Argentina in
February this year. April 12: Health officials reported that the number of confirmed cases had
increased to 314. More than 90% of the cases have occurred in the northern provinces of Salta, Jujuy
and Formosa, at 260, 31 and 15, respectively. April 30: Health officials said the cholera death toll
was 15, and the number of confirmed cases of the disease, 351. BOLIVIA. April 15: Health officials
reported that a total 8,199 cases of cholera have been confirmed since the disease was first detected
in August last year. The most affected provinces are Cochabamba, Santa Cruz, La Paz and Beni.
BRAZIL. April 6: According to Arnaldo Russo, health minister for the state of Manaus, no new
cases of cholera have been confirmed in the Amazon region since December. In Brasilia, Health
Minister Adib Jateme said it is too early to celebrate the disappearance of cholera from the Amazon,
given the region's proximity to Peru. Since April 1991, 1,689 cases and 33 deaths have been reported
in Manaus. April 8: According to a report by the Health Ministry, over the past week, 1,108 new
cases and seven deaths were reported. In addition, the Sao Paulo state health ministry reported the
first confirmed case of cholera and 97 suspected cases in the city of Sao Paulo. Between April and
December last year, a total 1,606 cases were confirmed, and 21 people died of the disease. April 9:
According to Cholera Prevention Commission member Jose do Vale, 5,179 confirmed cases and 97
deaths have been reported in the Amazon and northeastern regions of the country over the past
12 months. The northeast accounts for 29% of the nation's population. Only 30% have access to
safe drinking water supplies, and 4% to basic sewer services. Do Vale said the federal government
plans to spend US$10 million on an emergency cholera prevention effort in the northeast. Over the
past year, Brasilia has invested US$40 million on cholera prevention. According to do Vale, state
and federal cholera prevention programs have also served to reduce the incidence of diarrhea,
responsible for 30% to 40% of infant deaths. The national infant mortality rate is 64 per 1,000 live
births. For the northeastern region, the average rate is 100, and in some states, between 140 and 170.
April 25: In Recife, capital of Pernambuco state, officials told reporters that the federal government
and northeastern region state governments had reached agreement on a US$121 million cholera
prevention program. CHILE. April 8: The Public Health Institute reported a total 65 confirmed
cases of cholera since Jan. 1. Since the disease was first detected in Chile in April 1991, 106 cases
have been confirmed, including three deaths. CUBA. April 12: Health Minister Julio Teja said the
nation's public health services can quickly detect and halt an outbreak of cholera anywhere on the
island. Teja's statement was part of a report on results of a nationwide exercise held April 11 to test
the response of local and national health care professionals to a possible outbreak of cholera or
other infectious diseases such as malaria and hepatitis. According to Teja, no cases of cholera have
been reported thus far in Cuba. PARAGUAY. April 28: Carlos Insfran, deputy secretary of public
health, told daily newspaper ABC (Asuncion) that "there does not exist nor has there been reported
a single case of cholera" in the country. If the disease had cropped up in Paraguay, he asserted, "it
would be impossible to hide." Insfran was responding to a report by a World Health Organization
(WHO) epidemiologist which claimed that Paraguayan officials imposed a blackout on publicizing
the incidence of cholera. PERU. April 24: Health Ministry sources reported that at least 371 people
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died from cholera between Jan. 1 and April 15. In the same period, 8,998 new cases of the disease
were confirmed. In the first quarter of the year, the most affected departments were Lima (almost
3,500 cases), and Arequipa (over 1,500). VENEZUELA. May 2: According to the official news service
Venpres, health officials reported 58 new cases of cholera in the state of Aragua. (Sources: Reuter,
04/12/92; Inter Press Service, 04/08/92, 04/15/92; Spanish news service EFE, 04/08/92, 04/12/92,
04/24/92; Agence France- Presse, 04/06/92, 04/08/92, 04/09/92, 04/25/92, 04/28/92, 04/30/92, 05/02/92)
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